
The Davis Botanical Society Presents 

The Cedars, Sonoma County 

Saturday, May 17, 2014, 7 am to 6 pm 

Trip leaders:  Susan Harrison and Ellen Dean  
 
The Cedars is an isolated 7500-acre outcrop of serpentine and peridotite in the Russian River 
country near Austin Creek State Park.  It supports extensive Sargent Cypress (Hesperocyparis 
sargentii) forest that contrasts dramatically with the surrounding coastal mixed evergreen 
forest.  Its stark, angular talus slopes and large riparian areas support many serpentine 
endemics, including some found nowhere else: Calochortus raichei, Eriogonum cedrorum, and 
Holodiscus dumosus  ssp. cedrorum.  It is one of only a few locales for Erigeron serpentinus, 
Arctostaphylos bakeri  ssp. sublaevis, and Streptanthus glandulosus  ssp. hoffmanii.   Species 
reaching range limits at The Cedars include Arctostaphylos viscida, Eriophorum criniger and 
Salix breweri.  Geologic features at The Cedars include unusual geochemical seeps known as 
The Wedding Cake and Mineral Falls. 
 
In May, we should be able to see (among many other things) Calochortus raichei, discovered 
by and named for Roger Raiche, who has spent decades exploring and conserving this 
amazing property.   Roger will most likely accompany us. 
 
Details:  We will carpool. We have rented/borrowed three 5-seat vehicles for this trip which limits the 
number of participants to 15, unless participants have additional HIGH CLEARANCE 4WD vehicle 
(not a Subaru, for example).  We will meet at the parking lot across from the Arboretum 
headquarters at 7:00 am.  Drive time each way will be approximately 3 hours.  Wear shoes 
comfortable for walking.  There is a loop trail that traverses a steep talus slope, although an 
alternative out-and-back walk along a dirt road is also available.  The hikes will not be long, and 
the pace will be botanical.   Bring lunch, snacks, hat, sunscreen, and water.   

Cost: $35.00 for Davis Botanical Society members; $40.00 for non-members. Enrollment is limited by 
available vehicles. Those who drive their own vehicle will get a trip fee discount. 

Reservations made at the time payment is received: Call (530) 752 1091 (email eadean@ucdavis.edu) 
for more information. Please reserve a space by May 2. 

The Cedars Field Trip Registration Form. Please make your check payable to “UC Regents” and mail to the UC Davis 
Center for Plant Diversity, Plant Sciences Mail Stop 7, One Shields Ave., UC Davis, Davis, CA 95616. Please fill out the 
form below and return with your check.  

Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone/email:_____________________________________________________________ Amount enclosed:____________  

Can you bring a high clearance 4wd car? Yes No (circle one) If so, how many passengers can you take? _____ 


